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Friday 17th October 
2025

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD 
TEACHER 

Dear Parents, Carers, and our whole school community,

Thank you. As the first half of the Autumn Term ends, I want to express my sincere gratitude for your support. It’s been 
an outstanding and vibrant start to the academic year, filled with energy, purpose, and commitment from our pupils 
and staff.

Our children are bright, ready for learning, and have embraced the higher expectations we have set. This is not just 
about targets; it’s about ensuring that every pupil, regardless of background, receives the best possible education.

Holding the Line on Expectations

We hold the firm belief that true compassion means "holding the line" for all children. This ensures that no pupil is let 
down by low expectations, especially those who are most disadvantaged. Our staff, parents, and pupils all share a part 
in this responsibility to get the very best for every child. This dedication is what makes our school community so strong.

Term Highlights and Looking Ahead

This half term has  been fantastic, marked by celebration and discovery. We have hosted a wonderful Rewards Evening 
and provided numerous trips and visits, giving our children new, hands-on learning experiences that bring the 
curriculum to life.

As part of the Gateway Learning Community (GLC), our mission and vision guide everything we do: 
https://www.theglc.org.uk/.

Keep Reading Over the Break

While the children enjoy their rest, please know that reading is crucial. It’s the single most important thing you can do 
to support their learning over the break. We encourage all pupils to take part in our October Reading Challenge: 
https://padlet.com/Lansdowne/october-reading-challenge-2025-bzb6puufmut7a1jr.

Key Dates, Support, and Contact

We are eagerly anticipating our parent/carer event evening on Wednesday 12th November. There will be various 
organisations and workshops available for you to attend. 

Finally, we are still fundraising for our dedicated emotional support space, the Thrive Hive. If you are able to help us 
reach our goal, please donate here and share widely: 
https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/page/?title=The+GLC+Lansdowne+Primary+Academy+Thrive+Hive&pid=57.

If you have any questions or need to contact us, please do not hesitate to reach out by emailing our support address: 
Support4u-LPA@theglc.org.uk.

We wish you all a restful half term and look forward to a successful Autumn 2 as we head towards Christmas!

Kind regards,

Dan George 

Head of School 

 

https://www.theglc.org.uk/
https://www.theglc.org.uk/
https://padlet.com/Lansdowne/october-reading-challenge-2025-bzb6puufmut7a1jr
https://padlet.com/Lansdowne/october-reading-challenge-2025-bzb6puufmut7a1jr
https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/page/?title=The+GLC+Lansdowne+Primary+Academy+Thrive+Hive&pid=57
https://www.theglc-lansdowne.org.uk/page/?title=The+GLC+Lansdowne+Primary+Academy+Thrive+Hive&pid=57


Highlight in Green: Parents/Carers are invited to attend
Highlight in Blue: Pupils only [Parents/Carers are not required to attend] 

Highlight in Yellow - Parents by invitation only 
● Highlighted in red - late addition to the document

● Highlighted in pink - amended
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IMPORTANT DATES

Date Year Group Event Information Time of the event
Monday 3rd November Nursery Potty Training - Targeted children 2.00 - 3.00pm
Wednesday 5th November Year 6 Basketball Training at The Gateway Academy 

(invite only)
3:00pm - 5:00pm

Friday 7th November ALL HENRY programme 9.30 - 11.30
Friday 7th November Whole School DEAR Time 2:30pm-3:00pm 
Friday 7th November KS2 SEN Boccia and Kurling Event (invite only) 9:00 - 2:15pm
Wednesday 12th November All Years Parent/Carer afternoon/evening Year 6 1.00 - 8.15

Nursery - Year 5 3.30 - 8.20
Friday 14th November KS1 Football Tournament (invite only) 9:00 - 2:00pm
Saturday 15th November ALL Community Litter Pick 10.00 - 1.00pm
Monday 17th November Year 4 Colchester Castle Trip 9.00 - 3.00pm

Wednesday 19th November Year 6 Basketball Tournament at The Gateway 
Academy (invite only)

3:00pm - 5:00pm

Thursday 20th November Year 4 MTC meetings - Targeted children (invite only) 2.30pm - 3.00pm 

Thursday 20th November Year 2 Florence Nightingale Workshop All Day

Friday 21st November Year 2 Florence Nightingale Workshop All Day

Monday 24th November Nursery/Reception Book Start 1.00 - 2.00pm
Monday 24th November Year 6 Herts for Learning workshop (invite only) 2pm 
Wednesday 26th November Years 3 and 4 LPA way celebration  assembly - invite only 2.25pm to 2.55pm

Wednesday 26th November Nursery/Reception Parent outreach worker drop in and gate session 8.20 - 10.00

Wednesday 26th November Year 6 Basketball Training at The Gateway Academy 
(invite only)

3:00pm - 5:00pm

Thursday 27th November Years 5 and 6 LPA way celebration  assembly - invite only 2.25pm to 2.55pm
Friday 28th November Years 1 and 2 LPA way celebration  assembly - invite only 2.25pm to 2.55pm
Friday 28th November All Years Flu Vaccinations Final Session
Thursday 4th December Acorns Family Learning Session 1.50 - 2.50pm
Friday 5th December Seedlings Family Learning Session 2.00 - 3.00pm
Friday 5th December KS2 Panathlon (invite only) 11:00 - 2:00pm
Wednesday 10th December Year 6 Basketball Tournament at The Gateway 

Academy (invite only)
3:00pm - 5:00pm

Thursday 11th December Year 2 Christmas concert 1.45pm - 2.45pm
Thursday 11th December Reception Christmas Performance 9.30am-10.30am
Friday 12th December Nursery - AM Christmas concert 10.45am-11.15am
Friday 12th December Nursery - 

PM/30hours
Christmas concert 2.30pm-3.15pm

Tuesday 16th December Year 1 Christmas concert 1.45pm -2.45pm
Friday 19th December Year 5 and 6 Christmas concert (at the Christmas Market) TBC 
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PUPILS OF THE 
WEEK

Reception Ellie 
Lonnie
Aisha

Israel
Francisco

Zaviyan
Jesse

Year 1 Amiyah
Parker

Emma-Rose
Jessie
Amelia
Lyla

Elsie
Emma
Ashanti

Year 2 Mia
Zoe
Maira
Evie 

Amilah
Ruyad
Ayad

Year 3 Millie
Jong Su
Emmie
Jake
Halle 
Maira

Akshara
Eliza-Mae
DEimante
Nylah

Elsie
Charlotte

Year 4 Zahra
Michael-John

Joey P
Aleem A 
Ava B

Vincent
Doulciee

Year 5 AJ 
Andria 
Tia
Evelyn 
Dorcas 
Qudsia 

Shenaya B
Lorraine J
Paige B
Isaiah A
Rosanna D
Umar DM

Lotti B
Tara S
Reggie H
Danny G
Fraser D
Emiliya G

Year 6 Rayan Munib
Lily-Ann Crouch
Darius Maidan

Macie 
Tyreece 
Brandon

Leia 
Ismail
Jessie

Acorns Hudson Christopher Joel
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SCHOOL CONTACTS

Office Staff

Miss K Luckin – Support Service Manager

Miss K Hetherington – PA to Head of School and Senior Leadership

Mrs J Meurs – Admin Assistant

Mrs K Gopsill – Data Manager

Mrs L Davey – Attendance Officer

admin.lansdowne@theglc.org.uk or  support4u-lpa@theglc.org.uk  

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities: 

Mrs S Curtis - TRUST SENCO

Mrs S Worrow - SENCO

Mrs  J Phillips - SENCO Assistant

 support4u-lpa@theglc.org.uk  

Inclusion team

Miss Sparrow - Inclusion manager 

Miss Bass - Inclusion advocate: Nursery/Reception/Year 1/Year 2

Mrs Austin - Inclusion advocate: Year 3 and 4

Miss Bevan - Inclusion advocate: Year 5 and 5 

support4u-lpa@theglc.org.uk  

mailto:admin.lansdowne@theglc.org.uk
mailto:support4u-lpa@theglc.org.uk
mailto:support4u-lpa@theglc.org.uk
mailto:support4u-lpa@theglc.org.uk
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STAYING SAFE AND 
HEALTHY

DESIGNATED SAFEGUARDING 
LEAD

NAME:   Mr Daniel Burnett

CONTACT: 01375 487200

EMAIL:  dan.burnett@theglc.org.uk 

DEPUTY SAFEGUARDING LEAD

NAME:   Anna Sparrow

CONTACT: 01375 487200

EMAIL:  anna.sparrow@theglc.org.uk 

KEY CONTACTS WITHIN THE LOCAL AUTHORITY

The Thurrock Multi-Agency Support Hub [MASH] is available for advice on any Child Protection matter and 
can be contacted on 01375 652802 [Out of hours 01375 - 372468]

Health Strategy: Autumn 1 - 
Healthy hygiene habits

This half term, we are ensuring that our 
pupils are aware of the importance of 
healthy hygiene habits, such as washing our 
hands correctly.

mailto:dan.burnett@theglc.org.uk
mailto:anna.sparrow@theglc.org.uk
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STAYING SAFE AND HEALTHY
PARKING PLEDGE 
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PUPIL LEADERSHIP

Welcome to our “Meet the Leadership team” page.

Wellbeing ambassadors

We are delighted to present our Student Leader Well-being Ambassador Team along with Bertie our 
trainee therapy dog. The team, along with Bertie will be responsible for making sure all pupils feels safe 
and happy. They will be promoting the importance of looking after our mental health and the five ways 
to well-being.

As part of World Mental Health day, earlier this month,  our pupils  received key information about 
Mental Health and the importance of the Five Ways to Wellbeing.

https://youtu.be/nCrjevx3-Js?si=8Io1KUcAyQggk3zt  
https://youtu.be/nCrjevx3-Js?si=LNBgQU7xkh79FRU6 

https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/our-work/public-engagement/world-mental-health-day 

Please remember that we have access in school to the follow support for our pupils –

● Target group work support around Mental Health or trauma.
● Direct work support from Anchor adult from Inclusion team.
● Mental Health Support Team referral.
● Counselling provision.

We also have a broad range of resources including story books linked with anxiety, anger, bereavement 
and loss, specialist trauma programmes and safe spaces with weighted blankets.

Just to remind you that Miss Sparrow is the Mental Health Lead for our pupils and families, so please 
speak to her about any concerns you have so that she can make sure support is in place.

https://youtu.be/nCrjevx3-Js?si=8Io1KUcAyQggk3zt
https://youtu.be/nCrjevx3-Js?si=LNBgQU7xkh79FRU6
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/our-work/public-engagement/world-mental-health-day
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Family Hub 
Information

0-12months

Full Timetable
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/childrens-centres

/tilbury-family-hub

12-24 months

24-60 months

Universal Services - (Wednesdays)

https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/childrens-centres/tilbury-family-hub
https://www.thurrock.gov.uk/childrens-centres/tilbury-family-hub
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IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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SPECIAL 
EDUCATION NEEDS
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SPECIAL 
EDUCATION NEEDS

A new SEN Youth Club is launching on 6/11/25 in Thurrock for ages 10–18, and 
attendance requires a parent or carer to accompany every young person. The club 
will feature an opportunity to network, board games and a dedicated sensory 
area, creating an inclusive, engaging space for friendship, support, and accessible 
activities.

 Contact for how to join the club:

Text  07720668350

 Or email: OutreachGB@urceastern.org.uk
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INCLUSION

                        Travel Plan
Lansdowne Primary Academy have achieved the 
highest award of Platinum for our School Travel Plan.
To achieve this the school have been promoting safe, 
healthy, and sustainable ways for students, staff and 
parents to travel to school, they have been 
encouraging active travel [ walking, cycling, scooting] 
and reducing vehicle trips.
Our newly appointed Junior Road Safety Officers will 
be out around the school premises to survey the 
parking and helping to come up with ideas to solve 
the issue.



               A heartfelt Thank You
We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the 
Pyramid Centre and to Maze Ltd for their 
generous donations.Your support means so much 
to us and to all who are part of our school 
community.
A special thank you to Maze Ltd for their kind 
contribution of a forest School table it will be 
greatly appreciated and enjoyed by everyone who 
attends our forest School.

Your generosity helps us continue to create 
enriching hands on learning experiences for our 
pupils

Back to Main Page

INCLUSION
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INCLUSION



We have reached the end of Autumn Term 1 and I am pleased to announce that our whole school 
attendance is currently 96.5%: which is above our Academy target of 96, and in line with the national 
average. It is however, really important that we continue to work together to do all that we can to prioritise 
our pupil’s attendance at school , giving them the best opportunity to reach their full potential.

If you are a parent, it is your responsibility to:

● avoid unnecessary absences such as treats for birthdays etc
● arrange medical/dental appointments for after school (if this is not possible, avoid keeping your 

child off school for the whole day)
● shop for clothes and shoes at the weekend, not during school time
● inform the school on the first morning if your child is ill and send a note explaining the absence on 

your child's return to school
● if you think something is wrong eg your child complains of feeling ill frequently, or bullying, contact 

the teacher and make an appointment to discuss your concerns

How you can help:

●   set up good evening and morning routines so that your child arrives alert and ready to learn
●   make sure your child arrives on time - late arrivals are disruptive
●   take an active interest in your child's school and homework
●   attend parent and curriculum evenings

Statistics show that pupils with good attendance have higher attainment in school, and children with 
attendance above 96%, make better progress socially and academically. With the focus and development on 
the curriculum that has taken place at school, pupils who are absent will find gaps in their sequential 
knowledge. For our younger pupils, both attendance and punctuality are doubly important as they move 
straight into their RWInc groups after the register has been taken. RWInc is fundamental to help read 
fluently and develop comprehension, vocabulary and spelling.

We will continue to rigorously monitor attendance, and will advise you if we have any concerns Please 
contact Mrs Davey if you would ever like to discuss your child’s attendance.

Back to Main Page

ATTENDANCE

Attendance  96.5%- above target!

Top 3 classes
1st - RI        98.6%
2nd - 1W     98.2%
3rd - 5HD    98.1%

http://concerns.if
http://concerns.if
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PE AND SCHOOL 
SPORTS

Our new Discovery provision 
have explored various different 
sports this half term:

-  Parkour
- Badminton
- Dodgeball
- Basketball
- Football

Focusing on all of our PE skills- 
Coordination, Balance and 
Agility.

All staff and pupils have worked 
extremely hard to learn and 
understand our PE routines 
whilst working with a small 
groups of mixed ages. During the 
lessons we adapt and challenge 
each pupil individually so all can 
progress to their next level.

Discovery PE

Year 3 and 4 Football
These selected pupils in year 3&4 
represented the school superbly. 
They all showed the LPA Way and 
displayed our schools core values 
throughout the whole event. They 
won 2 games and lost 2 meaning 
overall they came 3rd in the 
tournament. A huge Well Done!!
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WHOLE SCHOOL 
EVENTS

Drop everything and Rock and Bot day!

It was great to see our pupils 
joining in with our ‘Rock and Bot’ 
day! Everytime rock music was 
played, children had to drop 
everything and head to times 
table rock stars/numbots to 
compete against each other!

Keep practicing those times tables 
and number bonds everyone!
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Bedtime Stories 

Children in Years 1 and 2 gathered for a wonderful evening of Bedtime Stories. 
Children wore their favourite pyjamas, ready for an adventure in the world of 
stories. As the sun began to set, they listened to stories being read whilst sipping 
warm hot chocolate and munching on biscuits. The hall  was filled with laughter 
and excitement as the teachers read interactive tales that brought characters to 
life. Every child listened closely, their faces lighting up with joy during the 
thrilling moments. 
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NURSERY

Our nursery children have been busy 
exploring the wonders of autumn! So 
far, our seasonal fun has included 
activities like leaf rubbings and 
cutting, scented playdough and 
hedgehog making, counting 
pinecones, acorns, and small conkers.

We also explored the story of the 
Gruffalo for the National Poetry Day. 
Children enjoyed going on a Gruffalo 
and making Gruffalo Crumble.



The children have had a fantastic time exploring our outdoor 
environment and learning through play. They’ve loved getting 
involved in gardening, learning how to plant flowers and what they 
need to grow. In the construction area, they’ve enjoyed building and 
using their imagination, while the reading shed has been a cosy space 
for quiet reading. In maths, they’ve been matching numbers to 
numerals and using farm animals to build homes, combining learning 
with creativity. The role play area has been especially popular, with 
children buying and selling tickets and performing songs for their 
friends – it’s been wonderful to see their confidence and enthusiasm 
shine through in so many areas.

Back to Main Page
RECEPTION
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RAINBOW STREET

What a great ending to the term! The class have been 
learning about the importance of friendship and sharing 
through our story ‘Rainbow fish’ and exploring different 
emotions and how we cope with different feelings.
The class have enjoyed being creative and loved making 
their own Rainbow fish and colour monsters.
For maths we have been focussing on number formation 
and using interlocking cubes to identify groups of 3.
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YEAR 1

What a wonderful half term year 1 
have had! They went on a 
geography field walk to find out 
all about the human and physical 
features in the local area. They 
loved exploring the trees and 
plants that grow in the school 
grounds as part of the science 
work. The most special day was 
had when they visited Barleylands 
as part of their Design and 
Technology work. They fed the 
animals, had a tractor ride and 
made delicious pizza! I
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YEAR 2

Autumn 1 has been a very 
successful half term for all of 
the pupils in year 2. They have 
enjoyed lots of wonderful 
learning experiences. They 
loved planting their own seeds 
and bulbs. They investigated 
what plants needs to make 
them grow. They had a 
fantastic time chopping, cutting 
and peeling a range of different 
vegetables for their couscous. 
They have also learnt lots of 
interesting facts about the 
United Kingdom, the countries 
that formed the union and their 
capital cities. 
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YEAR 3

This half term in Year 3, we’ve been busy learning and exploring 
in lots of exciting subjects! In Design and Technology, the 
children have been researching and making their own bread. 
They explored different types of bread from around the world, 
tested ingredients, and had great fun mixing, kneading, and 
baking their own loaves — our classrooms smelled amazing!

In Science, we’ve been learning all about muscles and how they 
help us move. The children took part in activities to see how 
muscles work in pairs and discovered how exercise keeps them 
strong and healthy.

In Geography, we have started exploring Europe, learning about 
different countries, their flags, and what makes each place special. 
The children enjoyed using maps and finding familiar places on 
the globe.

It’s been a wonderful half term of hands-on learning, curiosity, 
and teamwork — well done, Year 3!



It has been a busy and exciting Autumn half term in Year 4, filled with lots of 
hard work and memorable experiences. Alongside our daily lessons, the children 
have been putting a strong focus on learning their times tables as they prepare 
for the MTC test in 2026. We have been impressed with their commitment and 
the progress they are making.

One of the biggest highlights of the term was our fantastic trip to Grangewaters. 
The children took part in a wide range of outdoor activities including paddle 
boarding, kayaking, canoeing and raft building. Many of them faced new 
challenges, and it was wonderful to see such resilience, teamwork and 
determination as they overcame fears and developed new skills. From balancing 
on paddle boards to working together to keep their rafts afloat, the children truly 
embraced the experience.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable day for everyone, filled with laughter, 
encouragement and a real sense of achievement. We are very proud of how well 
the children represented our school and look forward to building on this positive 
start to the year.

Back to Main Page
YEAR 4
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YEAR 5

Go Ape 

Year 5 had a fantastic trip to Go Ape.  Throughout the day, children encountered new challenges that 
pushed them out of their comfort zones. It was wonderful to observe them face their fears and develop 
self-confidence and self-esteem as they conquered each task. Go Ape was not just an adventure; it was an 
opportunity for growth and bonding among the children.The various challenges faced during the course 
helped with team building, as the children had to work together to overcome obstacles.

Family Learning

During our Family Learning session children enjoyed hands-on learning for our DT unit by preparing 
vegetables for a traditional tagine. With the help of our wonderful adults, the children gathered fresh 
ingredients, learning to cut and grate vegetables safely. As they chopped carrots, potatoes, and onions, I 
could see their excitement grow! We also set up a tasting session, where students sampled a variety of 
condiments to accompany their dish. They explored different flavours and textures, discovering how 
each added a unique twist a tagine. A huge thank you to all the adults who were able to come and 
support us during this activity. Without your help and encouragement, we would not have been able to 
give the children such a valuable and enjoyable experience!
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YEAR 6

Making blood and 
dissecting hearts
Year 6 had their family 

learning session linked to 
science. Children (and some 

parents and carers) learnt 
about the four main 

components of blood and then 
tried to create their own using 

water, food dye, cheerios, 
marshmallows and small 

pieces of cotton wool. Thank 
You to those parents and carers 

who were able to attend this 
session.

The children also experienced 
dissecting a lamb’s heart. Some 

children were extremely 
interested and could use their 
prior knowledge to locate and 

name the chambers of the 
heart.
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ACORNS

In Acorns over the last few weeks, we have been doing lots of 
activities involving food.  This has included learning how to cut 
vegetables and grate cheese, making pizzas during our family 
learning session, tasting different Autumnal fruits, a session 
exploring vegetables harvested in the Autumn and vegetable 
printing.  The children especially enjoyed making pizza and 
singing along to the ‘Pizza Party’ song.  It has also been a good 
opportunity for the children to learn some new Signalong signs.



It has been a busy and exciting time in Seedlings! The 
children have been learning all about harvest, exploring a 
variety of autumnal British vegetables during their science 
lessons. In PSHE, we have been thinking about what it means 
to be a good partner and team member, and the children 
have really shown these skills in action during our family 
learning session. They worked brilliantly together to make 
their own pizzas sharing ideas, taking turns and creating 
some very tasty results. It has been a joyful celebration of 
teamwork, learning and the harvest season!
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SEEDLINGS


